New Futures

An Innovative Training Initiative for lone parents in Galway

Joined-up approach making it work for lone parents in Galway

Lone parents in Galway City, who are most at risk of being long-term unemployed, are a target for New Futures -  an  intensive career and personal development initiative which gives them  supports to help them get into the jobs market or back to education was launched on Monday 24th January by Mayor of Galway, Cllr. Michael Crowe.


The focus of the New Futures Programme,  an unique 15 week programme developed by One Family, funded through FAS and delivered locally by Galway City Partnership,  has as its underpinning theme, ‘Joined up, moving up: linking services to help people back into the workforce,’ One family argues that targeting lone parents will allow them to receive the tailored support they need. 

Karen Kiernan, CEO of One Family, said:

"Although there have been improvements in services through FAS and the Local Employment service, much more has to be done to prevent those who are most in need from falling into long-term unemployment.

"Often lone parents face several barriers to getting back to work or education that need to be addressed at the same time. For example, a lone parent who has been out off the job market for 10 years and with training needs may require access to career counselling and employment services. In many cases better co-ordination of services will ensure the personalised support they need is available, while avoiding duplication. 

"One Family already have a strong track record in supporting lone parents back into work and education , and play a key role in providing the tailor-made support lone parents need.

Margaret O Riada, Chairperson of Galway City Partnership said:

‘Our partnership with One Family builds on their our of working with lone parents while enhancing and raising the aspiration of lone parents to secure sustainable jobs and to fully take advantage of education and skill development opportunities to ensure their economic independence. 

New Futures will help Lone Parents to build confidence, discover what jobs or courses suit them, to balance work and family life and to get support and friendship from parents in the same situation.

An integral part of the programme will include wrap-around supports such as keyworking and mentoring, parenting supports, counseling and information and guidance.Upon successful completion the participants will receive a FETAC Level 4 qualification.
The course will take place in Westside Resource Centre.

For further information contact Maeve Murray, Community Development Project Officer, Galway City Partnership. Tel: 091 - 773466
